FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE            8g
to congratulate your Majesty on the commence-
ment of a change in respect to the newspaper
attacks upon the Prince/' and the Government's
explanation of the position quietened the outburst*
When reports of the disasters and mismanage-
ment arrived from the front, Prince Albert was
again blamed, but most criticism was directed
against the Government. The Duke of New-
castle, the War Minister, had appointed a com-
mission to proceed to the East to inquire into the
complaints regarding the hospitals in November
1854. It reached Constantinople only two days
after Florence Nightingale, and its report con-
firmed most erf1 the accusations that she had made
concerning the lack of preparations made for the
reception of the wounded, But England had
also been shocked by the descriptions of the suff-
erings of the soldiers in the front line,, and Roe-
buck proposed a wider investigation at the
beginning of 1855. He wanted a Select Com-
mittee to be charged with the duty of examining
the truth of the complaints of insufficient food
and clothing, and to fix the responsibility for the
muddle. Lord Jofoa Russell felt unable to oppose
the motion, yet he was unwilling to appear to
concur in what seemed to hint a vole of censure
upon his fellow-Ministers. He therefore tendered
his resignation - a step which annoyed the Queen
and which weakened the Gcnncxninait consider-
ably. The debate took place on January 26th
and sgth, 1855, anc^ despite a vigorous defence
of the administration by Sidney Herbert aad